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FIRST 


ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDENT OF 


PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 


OF THE 


TERRITORY OF IDAHO, 


FOR THE YEAR 1865 


OFFICE or THF SUPFRINTFNDFNT OF PUBLIC [NSTRUCTION, 
Ruby City, December 1, 1865 


To Ihe Fecellency Cares Lyon or LyosepALE, Governor of 
Idaho Territory 


Sir—I herewith submit to vou the First Annual Report 
upon the Public Schools in Idaho Territory, with the request 
that it be transmitted to the Legislature as soon as may suit 
your convenience 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J A CHITTENDEN, 


FASS, ` Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
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REPORT. 


To tHE Counc ap tHE THlotsk ок REPRESENTATIVES OF THF 
TERROR} ок [pano 


(тене men—-The present year his witnessed the beginning 
of the Public School System on this Territory In a new 
country, just berg rechumed trom the domnmon of savages, 
everything presents the appearance of newness and meom- 
pleteness To this our Public Schools have not been an 
exception Where new homes are to be provided, and every- 
thing is to be begun the Schools must hase then periods of 
beginning and growth, as everthing ebe It devolves upon 
the Legislature and the School Otheers to decide how tardy or 
how rapid may bc our progress With proper ettort, the next 
year may Witness such advancement in the cause of education 
аз to give us а favorable position among the States and Terri- 
tomes It les with the present Legislature to prepare the way 
for whatever our Schools may regime 

The tollowing Abstract, made trom such Reports as have 
been received, shows, rather impertectty, the condition of our 
Schools Full Reports have been received. trom Boise and 
Owyhee Counties only No. Reports have been received from 
Shoshone and Oneida Counties, I do not know whether those 
Counties have any School Othcers 


Number Children in Ada County between + and 21 Years of Age, 337 
"t D * Bowe : i ‘ 602 

[n as ldaho L ‘ “ “ t iy " 12 

e *" Owyhee Жы 93 

х t Nez Perce ‘ 8 e d 75 

: : * Alturas ' owe 2i " 120 
Total number reported, 1239 


Ada County has had two Schools; Alturas one (private); 
Boise four (one private), Nez Peice one, Idaho one, Owyhee 
three (two private) 

Number Sehool-houses m the Territory, 8 

The number of children in Alturas and Nez Perce Counties 
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the language of the Superintendents that the census ot thost 
Counties was tot taken at the tape spected by Тач. аа was 
taken af ЫП 


Our School Toy thou nage mens good proverons and 
Nerhaps upen tie 7o © poo! aep ll los the the School 
Plu б М S eai pro tos de eye thee мас p- 
tile at nba ка dhe | Va i E (баз nat pios de for 
bulding School ix santo ere e n du laoch eve pt by the 
Subscriptions ot t Sr lo ars dr gi tas a Reports of 
Conaty S aperit nts show bat tae 9 7 oblieuscs m the 
Tertitars а еар роуа (C9 ean 
justis tha fhe ath oas 0 conyo nf « а оз wel 


arrange] [и Oso County n cay pb oo thea sand dollars 
have heen изм } d |] tor 1! e tlia Yei d HT 1 dive iol “chool 
purposes аз cbo poal dad p he акопам It will 
cost soie thro hoas engar dhos aad wall be an ornament. to 
the росс where t s stated 

The Schoolhouse м Барса the property and the 
ине ofl the [аит showd de biot by the District asa 
Whole rather than by the sinoosty ciel an some distances, 
the sacrifice of those who chert a regad dor the public wel- 
fare Y provision in the law, riling feliool Districts to tax 
themselves by a vore ot the тартан, m a mectine called 
for the purpose; would work опхо good, and cannot be 
reasonalily objected to The School Otras of the Tornitory 
that I have met agree im regard to this, and I earnestly recom- 
mend the passage of sucha Там 

The education of the masses of the people i а matter ot 
vital interest to all it ais e-pecrilis inportaut imn а government 
like ours, the -tability of which depends upon the mtelhgent 
action of the people It rases the individual to the position 
of bemg capable of imdependent and correct judgement m 
spheres мере he ииий cre exceedingly AH history renders 
it certain that a popula government cannot be stable unless 
supported bs the intelligence and morality of its Citizens, and 
our best Judgment fully accords with this. The highest good 
of this Territory requires that ample pequuary provision be 
made towards providing the best posible arrangement for the 
education of every duld 

The law requires tive per centum of the County taxes to be 
paid into the School Fund, and makes a tax of one per centum 
on the gross meome of tollioade tollbiidges and ferries. 
Nothing has, at this date, been paid into the Territorial Treas- 
ury from this latter source, and the proceeds from the County 
taxes are very small—not enough to support a School for any 
considerable length of time А law providing for a County 
tax, to be levied annually by the County Commissioners, of 
not less than fifteen cents nor more than thirty cents on each 
one hundred dollars of property, would yield a larger income 
than at present received, and would not be deemed burden- 
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some I have witnessed the doubling and quadrupling ot 
County taxes elsewhere, and [ have scarcely known a com- 
plait The conviction of the public generally i so favorable 
to the cause of popular education that taxes are cheertully 

aid, and the people ot. Idaho will not. prove an exception. 
feel certam that a tax of Jess than fifteen cents ought not to be 
levied 

The number ot children in the Territory cannot be much 
less than fifteen hundred our population will be largely in- 
creased during the nest year, and І know of nothing that, 
added to the natural inducements that our country ofters, will 
tend more to bring tanulies mto this new country than the 
establishment of a good educational system It is now within 
the province of the Legn-lature to make such enactments a» 
shall not only entitle it to the graretn] memory ot those who 
shall at no distant day enjoy the advantages, but also work a 
great good tor our adopted country ft i- not a tune for har- 
boring narrow views, and it would doubtless be dithcult to find 
any considerable number of our people that do entertain them, 
on these or other matters Everything in regard to our sur- 
rounding», and our aims, tends to overthrow any dwartish 
ideas, that night better be nursed elsewhere 

County Superintendents should be pad from the General 
County Fund, as other County Ofhcersare The School Fund 
should be applied to the direct support of the Schools—partie- 
ularly to the payment ot the salary ot Teachers 


TEACHERS 


Next in importance to the providing of funds tor the sup- 
ort of the Schools, ts arranging tor the employment of good 
eachers. А> soon as good Teachers сап be amply compen- 
sated, a suthcient number of them will find their wav into the 
Territory to fill the positions that will soon be awaiting them 
The present law tor their exanvnation i- httle better Шап no 
law at all It places the whole matter in the hands of Trus- 
tees, who, in too many instances, are not able to Judge of the 
ualifications of a Teacher, or his fitness for the posrtion that 
he seeks. Personal considerations frequently affect the matter 
to the great injury of the Schools County Boards of Exam- 
nation should be established, which should consist of the County 
Superintendent and two or more ot the best Teachers in the 
County, or such persons as the County Superintendent may 
select. I know of no reason why the members of such a Board 
should not be compensated for their services. They are often 
obliged to go some distance to attend to their duties, and they 
would not unfrequently be employed some ten or fifteen hours 
in the day. Such Boards should have stated times for meet- 
ing, of not more than twice in a quarter; and, in the mean- 
time, County Superintendents might issue Certificates that 
shonld be vahd only to the time of the next regular meeting 
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of the Board, and not capable o1 being renewed by the Super- 
intendent. 

There is already in the School Law an implied provision for 
the establishment of a uniform system of text-books. Section 
9th, ın referring to the duties of Trustees, says. “ They shall 
conform, in the selection of School-books and system of teaching, 
to the rules prescribed by the Territorial Board of Education ” 
The law nowhere ele alludes to this matter, or defines ıt as a 
duty of the Board They did, however, at the earhest possible 
oppor ia agree upon a series of School-books ; and School 
Officers were immediately informed of the action of the Board. 
The law ought to be more expli it, and to require comphance 
with its provisions Without it, Teachers must be harassed 
by specimens of every variety of book published, preventin 
proper classification of the pupils and anything hke order an 
system in the School The convenience of the book-seller, or 
the mere accident of the pupil, should not decide upon the 
text-books used Nor, indeed, i- ıt safe to leave this matter to 
individual Teachers. whose opinions vary so that a change of 
Teachers occasions a change of books The Board adopted 
the text-books that are now in use in Califorma and Nevada. 
These books were recommended by a large educational Con- 
vention in San Francisco in which I participated. I think the 
selection, for the most part, well-made The fact that the 
people of Califormia, Nevada and Idaho are removing from 
one of these sections to another of them, renders it best that 
the system of books should be the same, о nearly so 

A uniform system of books will save parents the expense of 
frequent changes that have been the rule in the States—not 
the exception. The same books will not only answer for the 
same School all the year, and under every Teacher’s adminis- 
tration, but will serve equally well in a neighboring District, 
or in а remote part of the Terntory Among the books on 
our list are Willson’s Readers, which deserve especial notice. 
They are got up on a new plan, happily blending a great 
amount of knowledge with all that can render a book attract- 
ive. The rules for reading are adnnrable, and such as none 
but the careless Teacher can fail to make useful The reading 
matter, and the engravings, executed m the highest style ot 
art, are such as to commend them to every good Teacher. 1 
do not hesitate in saying that these books mark an era in the 
history of School Readers With their use in the ee 
even without any other books, the youth would leave Schoo 
with a greater amount of practical knowledge than has fallen 
to the lot of the majority of those who have had the benefit 
of the Public Schools of our country 

There are three particular бап Ше of instruction, not al- 
ways fostered in the Schools, nor, at present, even extensively 
во, which demand our consideration. I refer to vocal music, 
gymnastics and militarv drills I am not prepared to say that 
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the Lemslatmie ought, at present to take апу direct measures 
im regard te these nor am Горите prepared tesis that it onght 
not One thing is certain it esple tuuds bo provided for the 
support ot the Schools Teachots of a progrcssrve spirit will 
be employed, and all the Кийе for instruction in these par- 
ticular- 

Vocal Music will not requieans important ontlas of monev, 
but when our School Остан otter apeh хао to Teachers 
as shall induce а vreater number of them to came among us, 
they will have a wider ranee tor selection, and be oftenc: ena- 
bled to make the abibts to teach vocal nisi a сато among 
their quaii апопх Inrellisent Trustees whocherish a regard 
for the best interests of the 1149. generation, mns now, and 
always, give this matter ther attention Itr quires no great 
effort. nor апа very extended observation to convince one of 
the beneficial results of чаплын the Schools V few mo- 
ments devoted occasionally to some хи mus mau soothe 
the weaned mind and induce a Парри feeling among the pu- 
pus, that will benefit them in them mtercourse with each other 
and with the Teacher This much and more fer the School- 
room ; then on the whole lite ity influence i for the promotion 
of happiness and lessening the sorrows that, to a greater or 
less extent, affect all. Happiness tor the imdividual 1s the 
grand object of search of the race, and happiness for the pubhe 
18 not less the interest of hin who delights m promoting the 
pubhe good Не who has made the azure sky above us, span- 
gled it by might, given us the charms of landscape—the moun- 
tain, the vallev. the lake, the river and the oeean, who has 
ornamented ШП and vallev with flowers of every hue, and 
deposited gems of multiplied: forms and beauties, wills our 
happiness—calls them co-labore1~ who strive for. the promotion 
of happiness among the people 

Four vears of war, just ended, remind us of the importance 
of preparation for war in time of peace The importance of 
a knowledge of mihtary tactics has been seen by our entire 
people. Hastily drilled soldiers may become efficient. after a 
time, but that time is often too unportant to be lost The 
mind of the people is now directed to the Schools, publie and 
private, and particularly the tormer, for the inculeation of this 
branch of instruction. Military training, as mdeed training 
im all athletic exercises, have a hundred fold the advantage in 
youth. The child-soldier can rarely become the awkward or 
the inefficient member ot an army, while, on the other hand, 
many a man grows up with so little regard to the cultivation 
of manner that no amount of drilling will make even a res- 
pectable soldier of him. His very presence is a stigma upon 
the division with which he is connected; and he interrupts 
rudely the precision that should mark the aetion of the army. 
But 1 would not recommend this discipline in the Schools more 
for its influence on the soldier than for its effect upon the pupil 


t 


and the citizen The. drill, properly exercised, will impress 
upon the young mind Ingher ideas of order, and induce a more 
ready cumphance with the requirements of the School. АП 
the disciphne of the School and the tanuly should tend to the 
development of all those qualities and faculties that fit one for 
the affans of every-day hte, and this particular exercise must 
have an influence of its own, not more easily attained, nor so 
easily, by other methods The Superintendent of the Surrey 
District School (England) says of the consequence of dispens- 
mg with the military dnll. “The moral tone of the School 
seemed to have fled fiom the boys, and their whole behavior 
Was altered, as displayed in the dornntories as wel as m the 
yards * * The chaplain jomed with me and the School- 
masters m urging the restoration of the drill” The drill was 
restored and “excellent order” was the result 

It is probable that six hours 1s too long to confine children 
toa bench. Adults would find such protracted confinement 
uksome and injurious; it must be far more so to children, who 
сап thrive only by a great amount of physical exercise. If 
the six-hour sessioni be abbreviated a half hour, two or three 
times a week, the purposes of the School may be as well ac 
complished 

І have witnessed military drill ın the Schools, and I have 
been much interested {о observe with what interest and pre- 
cision every movement was made, and how intently every eye 
was fixed upon the master A writer in the Army and Navy 
Journal, in speaking of the effect of training at West Point, 
says. “The two real advantages are: First, habits acquired in 
early hfe, which give an appreciation of discipline as to its 
essentials, the importance of its minutiæ, a faith 1n its effects, 
and an acquaintance with the word avsr, Second, the study of 
those parts of the science of arms which constitute its A B С 
at a hke early period. * * * When begun later it will et 
be more or less shirked, and the want of a thorough basis wi 
give a superticial character to after practice Were the Cadets 
to enter at twenty-five, their military education would lose 
half its value.” 

In England both boys and girls go through the same exercise, 
with the exception that the girls make a cane take the place 
of a musket. Its disciplinary effect is not less upon the boys 
than the girls; and in both the exercise tends to health and a 
better posture in standing and walking. 

In Switzerland, all the Cantonal Schools receive military 
instruction. There the system is made quite complete, while 
in England and the United States ıt is making progress, and 
its neglect in any of the Schools is oftener the result of apathy 


than of any lack of conviction of its importance. I have nev- 


er conversed with a Teacher, ог an intelhgent School Officer, 
on the subject, who did not believe in its utility. 
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GYMNASTICS 

One of the best signs of the times is the growing importance 
given to the physique, while the intellect 1s being trained. 

hat system of instruction is radically wrong that educates 
the mind and leaves the man with an enervated frame that is 
the lurking-place for dyspepsia and other ills. Exercise and 
study, the right time for each, and the proportionate amount, 
must be the order eventually. Then the midnight lau will 
cease to have any poetry m it. Edueated men are the want 
of the country; but education at the expense of bodily health 
and vigor, costs too much. The day cannot be far distant 
when the hours of labor will be still further reduced, so that 
several hours of each day сап be devoted by the laboring 
classes to the acquisition of knowledge. Machinery is every 
year made to accomplish more of the labor to be done; the 
result should be to make labor less irksome and give to the 
laboring man a better opportunity than even at present to be- 
come the peer of the greatest. en it shall come to this, 
and the opportunities be improved, as I believe they will be, 
we shall indeed have a nation of kings. Physical development 
and intellectual development must go hand in hand—neither 
obtained at the expense of the other, but both working together 
for the perfection of the man. 

JOHN A. CHITTENDEN, 
erintendent of Publio Instruction. 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, | 
Ruby City, Dec. 1, 1865. 


